INTELL  UBMM 


SEDBERGH 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1925. 


Area,  52,674  acres-,  Bateable  Value  (1925),  <£36,609;  Inhabited  Houses 
(1881),  986;  (1891),  903;  (1901),  880;  (1911),  886;  (1921), 
957.  Population  enumerated  (1871),  4,990;  (1881),  4,097;  (1891), 
4,040;  (1901),  3,935;  (1911),  3,737 ;  (1921  Census),  3,897.  (1925)-= 
Population  Estimated  by  Registrar  General  4029.  Number  of  separate 
Occupiers  (1921)  =  957.  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  Rate  =  £112. 


In  accordance  with  instructions  received  (December  18th,  1924,  Circular  540), 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  report  will  be  a  Survey  Report. 

Situation. — The  Rural  District  and  Union  of  Sedbergh  is  situated  in  the  extreme 
North-West  corner  of  the  West  Riding,  and  embraces  three  parishes — Sedbergh,  Dent,  and 
Garsdale.  On  the  North  and  West  the  District  is  contiguous  with  the  County  of  West¬ 
morland  and  for  about  a  mile  with  Lancashire,  on  the  East  it  adjoins  the  North  Riding, 
and  is  abounded  on  the  South  by  the  Settle  Rural  District.  It  has  an  area  of  about  10 
miles  by  14  miles. 

The  District  lies  on  the  Western  side  of  the  great  Pennines  and  is  drained  by  four 
streams,  for  the  most  part  in  the  Lune  Drainage  Area,  the  River  Lune  forming  the  North 
West  boundary  for  about  8  miles,  and  receives  the  Rawthay  from  Sedbergh,  after  the 
confluence  of  the  Dee  from  Dentdale  and  the  Clough  from  Garsdale,  The  District  is 
approached  by  two  railways — the  London  and  N.  W.  at  Sedbergh  and  the  Midland  at 
Dent  Head,  and  Hawes  Junction  in  Garsdale,  which  latter  is  the  highest  i  ail  way  station  in 
the  country. 
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Elevation. — The  two  deep  valleys,  Dentdale  and  Garsdale,  each  about  10  miles  in 
length,  converge  towards  the  town  of  Sedbergh  the  chief  centre  of  population.  Tn  the  North 
are  “  Brant  Fells  ’’  and  “  Cautley  Graggs,”  in  the  .South  “  VVhernside  ”  rising  to  a  height 
of  2,414  feet,  the  highest  point  in  the  Riding.  In  the  East  is  ”  Baugh  Fell,"  2,216  feet, 
and  “  AVinder,”  at  the  base  of  which  lies  Sedbergh  town,  is  1,651  feet  above  O.D.  The 
lowest  point  342  feet  is  found  in  Sedbergh  parish. 

Occupations  and  Industties. — The  inhabitants  are  almost  wholly  concerned  wuth 
agriculture — in  cattle  rearing  and  grazing,  and  in  the  production  of  milk,  butter,  and  cheese, 
and  the  land  is  almost  entirely  under  pasture.  The  agricultural  labourer  is  employed 
generally  on  the  living-in  system,  being  boarded  by  his  employer.  There  are  three  woollen 
mills  near  Sedbergh  which  employ  about  100  workers. 

The  Sedbergh  Grammar  School  with  several  large  boarding  houses,  accommodates 
about  400  pupils  who  come  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  There  is  alsi  B  iliol  School  for 
girls  and  a  preparatory  school  fur  boys  accommodating  about  50  each. 

The  rainfall  in  this  District  taken  at  “  Akay,”  Sedbergh  ( 1925  »=  56  77 ),  is 
generally  much  higher  than  that  which  prevails  in  other  parts  of  the  Riding,  though  in 
one  or  two  stations  among  the  hills  in  the  adjoining  Settle  District,  such  as  Arncliffe 
and  Malham  Tarn,  it  is  as  high,  and  occasionally  higher.  During  the  past  year  the  two 
latter  recorded  65'27  and  56  50  respectively. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress. —  Water  Supply. — -Sedbergh  town  is  supplied  with 
water  from  springs,  and  an  extensive  gathering  ground  on  the  hills  to  the  North  of  the 
town.  A  large  additional  storage  reservoir  was  constructed  in  1886.  The  supply  reservoir 
was  re-lined  with  concrete  in  1901.  During  recent  years  the  following  extensions  have  been 
made: — In  1899,  the  supply  was  extended  to  Millthorp,  and  was  subsequently  laid  to  Oak 
Dene.  In  1903,  the  water  main  was  extended  for  a  mile  and  a  half  along  the  Kirkby 
Lonsdale  Road,  on  the  West  side  of  Sedbergh.  In  connection  with  the  contemplated 
scheme  of  extension  by  impounding  the  upper  gathering  ground  between  Crook  and  Sicker ’s 
Fell,  known  as  “  Ashbeck,”  the  first  section,  which  involved  the  laying  of  a  4-inch  main 
from  the  reservoir  to  Settlebeck  Gill,  in  replacement  of  the  old  2-inch  emergency  pipe 
(used  only  on  occasions  of  drought),  was  completed  in  1905.  In  1910  the  Water  Committee 
improved  the  method  of  collection  of  water  from  the  various  feeders  ou  Crook  and  AVinder. 
The  Sedbergh  water  main  w'as  extended  in  1911  past  Settlebeck  Cottages  for  a  distance  of 
64  yards  of  2-inch  main  to  supplj’^  water  for  flushing  tank  and  to  supply  the  cottages,  6  in 
number. 

In  1918  the  Council  decided  to  carry  out  the  Ashbeck  scheme.  This  comprised  the 
taking  in  of  three  springs  and  the  impounding  of  the  upper  gatherinir  ground  between 
Crook  and  Sicker’s  Fell,  and  conveying  the  water  in  a  4-inch  main  for  a  distance  of  2,400 
yards.  This  work  was  completed  in  November,  1919. 

The  1-inch  main  down  the  Station  Road  from  the  National  School  to  the  Allotment 
Gardens,  a  length  of  550  yards,  was  replaced  by  a  3-inch  main,  in  August,  1920.  This 
improved  the  supply  to  Guldrey  Cottages,  and  will  provide  an  adequate  supply  to  the 
proposed  new  houses  on  the  Station  Road  site  when  proceeded  with. 


During  1922  an  extension  of  220  yards  3-inch  main  was  laid  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  Joss  Lane  to  supply  new  property  in  course  of  erection. 

In  the  early  summer  of  1922,  complaints  were  made  to  the  Council  of  the  presence 
of  organic  life  in  the  water  from  the  pipes,  and  also  that  the  pressure  at  certain  points  of 
the  mains  was  very  insufficient  in  case  of  fire.  The  Council  engaged  Messrs.  Taylor  & 
Wallin,  Engineers,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  to  give  an  exhaustive  report.  This  was  received 
in  January  1923,  and  the  Council  decided  to  carry  out  the  following  work  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  £6,600.  (1)  To  repair  the  leaking  walls  of  the  storage  reservoir  by  relining  with 
cement  and  slate  flour.  (2)  To  instal  an  intake  chamber,  in  which  the  various  supplies  could 
be  collected  and  gauged,  and  to  purchase  land  to  the  North  East  of  the  Reservoir  for  this 
purpose.  (3)  To  instal  two  mechanical  filters  in  place  of  old  sand  filter.  (4)  To  replace 
the  old  open  service  reservoir  with  a  new  covered  concrete  service  tank  with  a  capacity  of 
95,000  gallons.  (5)  To  improve  the  collection  of  water  at  the  sources.  (6)  To  substitute 
a  5"  supply  main  for  the  present  4"  from  the  Reservoir  to  the  Main  Street,  to  lay  a  new  4'' 
pipe  from  Joss  Lane  along  HJain  Street  to  the  Police  Station,  to  replace  3"  pipes  along 
Back  Lane  and  from  Market  Place  to  the  top  of  Mortar  Pits  with  4"  pipes,  to  extend  the 
3"  main  from  Oak  Dene  to  Hall  Bank.  (7)  To  replace  the  old  type  fire  hydrant  with  2J" 
screw-down  pattern  with  bayonet  lug  outlets.  An  Inquiry  was  held  in  April,  1923,  by 
F.  0.  Stanford,  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  A.M.,  Inst.  C.E.,  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  a  loan  of 
£6,000  sanctioned.  The  contract  was  let  in  July  to  Messrs.  Pullar,  of  Manchester, 
but  unfortunately  this  firm  went  into  liquidation  soon  after  the  work  was  started  ;  the 
Council,  however,  carried  out  the  repairs  to  the  Storage  Reservoir  by  direct  labour  and 
decided  to  re-let  the  rest  of  the  work  early  in  1924  to  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Son,  of 
Whitehaven.  In  addition  to  the  work  specified  above,  about  70  yards  of  new  3"  main  were 
laid  along  New  Road  to  link  up  Bainbridge  Road  and  Station  Road  mains. 

During  November  and  December  1923.  under  special  financial  arrangement  with 
Sir  J.  S.  Harmood  Banner,  Bart.,  the  3'/  main  was  extended  from  the  Allotment  Gardens 
in  Station  Road  to  Ingmire  Lane  End  on  the  Kendal  Road,  a  length  of  1,462  yards.  The 
work  was  done  by  Messrs.  J.  Hine  &  Son,  of  Kendal,  at  a  cost  of  about  £700. 

1925.  The  works  of  re-construction  of  the  water  supply  for  Sedbergh  were  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

The  prolonged  drought  in  June  and  July  necessitated  the  turning  off  of  the  water 
at  nights  between  July  12th  and  August  10th. 

The  Hall  Bank  Extension  was  carried  out  from  Oak  Dene  to  Hall  Bank  in  1924. 
In  November  1925,  an  extension  of  water  main  3-inch,  consisting  of  300  yards,  was  laid 
from  the  5’ '  supply  main  through  the  New  Housing  Site  on  land  to  the  north  of  Bainbridge 
Road,  and  connected  up  to  the  Howgill  Lane  supply. 

Dent  JVaier  tSupjily. — The  proposed  water  supply  for  Dent  was  under  consideration 
during  1924,  and  enquiries  were  made  to  ascertain  whether  the  land  water-rights  proposed 
under  the  1914  Scheme  were  still  available.  The  death  of  one  of  the  owners  about  the 
end  of  the  year  delayed  negotiations. 
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In  1925,  the  Council  engaged  Messrs.  Taylor  &  Wallin,  of  Newcastle,  to  report  and 
prepare  a  Scheme.  This  report  was  received  in  October,  and  after  consideration  by  the 
Dent  Committee,  some  minor  amendments  were  made  to  the  proposed  Scheme,  and  it  was 
decided  to  apply  to  the  Ministry  for  a  loan  of  £1,800. 

Halves  Junction  Water  Supply. — In  July,  1924,  a  committee  of  the  Council  met  the 
Railway  Co.’s  Representatives  at  Hawes  Junction  to  consider  whether  a  voluntary 
scheme  could  be  evolved  to  solve  the  problem  of  the  water  supply  in  that  area,  and 
after  discussion  the  following  suggestions  were  made  for  the  consideration  of  other 
owners  concerned  : — (1)  A  supply  of  water  to  be  taken  from  the  Company’s  engine  tank 
supply  main,  and  passed  through  sand  filters  to  a  service  tank,  to  be  disti'ibuted  by  2" 
and  1"  galvanised  mains  over  the  area.  (2)  The  Railway  Company  to  grant  the  necessary 
right  to  water  and  the  ground  for  the  tanks,  and  to  pay  ^  of  the  cost  of  such  works, 
and  of  the  supply  main  to  the  outside  boundary  of  their  property,  the  remaining  f  being 
a  charge  on  the  other  owners,  who  shall  be  apportioned  for  the  rest  of  the  cost  of  the 
scheme  also.  (3)  The  works  to  be  vested  in  the  Council,  who  would  maintain  the  filters 
in  working  condition  and  apportion  any  future  expenses  for  pipe  fabric  renewal  among 
the  owners.  This  scheme  has  been  refused  by  the  principal  owners,  who  appear  to  think 
that  the  Railway  Company  would  have  too  much  power  under  the  scheme,  and  they  have 
decided  to  make  their  own  arrangements. 

At  the  request  of  one  of  the  owners  Mr.  Batty  took  samples  from  three  different 
supplies.  One  from  a  spring  in  Grisedale  was  found  satisfactory,  and  adopted  to  form  a 
supply  for  three  farm  houses  in  Garsdale,  near  Hawes  Junction, 

Further  efforts  should  be  made  to  secure  suitable  supplies  for  the  remaining  houses. 

In  other  parts  of  the  district  the  inhabitants  obtain  their  supply  from  springs  and 
running  streams,  and  in  individual  cases  it  is  piped  into  the  house. 

Sewerage,  and  Drainage  — The  early  history  of  the  main  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  of  Sedbergh  town  is  given  in  detail  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1920. 

During  1922  a  length  of  old  sewer  in  Joss  Lane  was  found  to  be  clay  jointed  and 
with  very  little  cover.  Shortly  afterwards  application  was  made  for  the  extension  of  the 
Joss  Lane  sewer  to  new  property  in  the  course  of  erection,  and  the  Council  decided  to  relay 
the  old  portion  and  extend  the  sever  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  new  houses.  As  a 
result  90  yards  were  relaid  at  a  greater  depth  than  formerly  and  245  yards  of  new  sewer 
were  laid  down,  involving  the  installation  of  6  man-holes  and  1  lampshaft. 

In  1923,  the  main  sewer  was  diverted  in  Buskholme  and  an  adjoining  field,  at  the 
expense  of  the  School  Governors  to  make  possible  the  construction  of  a  new  football  ground 
for  the  School.  The  work  was  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Hine  &  Son,  of  Kendal,  and  involved 
the  laying  of  133  yards  of  9-inch  sewer  and  31  yards  of  12-inch  sewer  on  a  new  course  in 
place  of  155  yards  on  the  old  route.  While  slightly  reducing  a  fall  already  small,  it  had 
the  effect  of  improving  the  junction  of  the  Town  and  Settlebeck  Main  Sewers.  While  this 
work  was  in  progress  600  yards  of  Settlebeck  Sewer  from  Akay  field  to  the  new  diversion 
were  cleaned  out. 
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On  application  from  the  proprietor  of  Baliol  School  consideration  was  given  to  the 
extension  of  the  sewer  from  Settlebeck  Back  Lane  to  Baliol  Gate,  and  terms  were  arranged 
with  the  owners  concerned  in  carrying  out  this  project.  This  was  carried  out  in  the  spring 
of  1924,  and  consisted  of  the  laying  of  305  yards  of  6-inoh  sewer  with  4  man-holes  and  2 
inspection  shafts. 

In  1925,  two  further  extensions  were  laid  in  the  Guldrey  Section,  consisting  of  155 
yards  of  6-inch  sewer  to  meet  the  requirements  of  new  property  A  portion  of  old  sewer  at 
the  West  side  of  the  Churchyard  was  re-laid  to  an  extent  of  40  yards  of  6-inch  sewer. 

At  Millthorp,  a  hamlet  of  Sedbergh,  the  drainage  of  a  row  of  16  houses  passes 
direct  into  a  stream. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  proper  sewerage  has  remained  in  abeyance  owing 
to  the  War.  Certain  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  Row  (16  cottages),  but  the 
ventilation  and  condition  of  the  windows,  and  the  lack  of  proper  drains  and  sewers,  are  still 
to  be  dealt  with.  It  is  questionable  whether  this  rovv  of  houses  is  worth  repairing,  but  they 
cannot  be  emptied  until  fresh  house  accommodation  is  provided. 

The  village  of  Dent  was  provided  with  a  proper  sewerage  scheme  in  1897-8,  and  the 
sewage  dealt  with  by  intermittent  downward  filtration  on  a  farm  of  a  little  over  3  acres. 
The  tenancy  of  this  farm  was  changed  in  1917,  and  is  still  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John 
Middleton,  of  Dent,  who  manages  the  farm,  the  flushing  of  the  sewers,  and  the  super¬ 
intendence  of  the  public  tip. 

Sewage  Disposal. — River  Pollution. — In  1920,  complaint  was  received  from  Dr. 
Wilson,  of  the  W.Il.  Rivers’  Board  as  to  the  storm-water  overflow,  and  pointing  out  that 
the  L.G.  B.’s  requirements  were  not  fulfilled  as  to  the  provision  of  tanks  and  interception  of 
the  solids.  He  visited  the  spot,  and  suggested  the  larger  use  of  the  land  for  irrigation 
puposes.  In  November,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  Dr.  Wilson  again  met  them  on 
the  site,  and  pointed  out  what  was  required,  and  the  Council  has  since  given  instructions 
for  the  provision  of  the  necessary  tanks. 

In  1922,  the  installation  of  concreted  tanks  of  a  capacity  of  15,000  gallons  was 
carried  out  at  the  Sewage  Works  in  the  autumn  for  the  treatment  of  storm  water. 

During  the  year  1925,  complaints  were  received  from  the  Lune  Fishery  Board  of 
pollution  of  the  River  Rawthey  by  crude  sewage  from  this  farm.  This  was  traced  to  a  broken 
place  in  the  irrigation  channels  allowing  the  sewage  to  find  its  way  to  an  old  drain,  and 
special  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  untreated  sewage  entering  the  river  at  this  and  other 
places.  These  have  proved  successful.  In  November,  the  manager  of  the  farm  died,  and 
Mr.  T.  I.  Harding  was  appointed  in  December  to  take  charge. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — In  the  town  of  Sedbergh  water-closets  are  almost 
universally  in  use.  Ten  new  w.c.’s  (cistern)  have  been  provided  this  year.  In  outlying 
parts  of  the  District  the  type  known  as  the  block-privy  is  mostly  in  use,  or  the  privy  is 
made  to  discharge  on  the  manure -stead. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  (SEDBERGH  R.) 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Closets  of  each  type  in  the  District  at  the 
end  of  1925  : — 


No.  of  Privies — Fixed  Receptacles  ...  ...  ...  467 

No.  of  Privies — Movable  Receptacles  ...  ...  ...  37 

No*  of  Fresh  Water  Closets  (cisterns)  ...  ...  ...  583 

No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  conversions  from  one  type  of  Sanitary  convenience 
to  another  during  each  of  the  five  years  1921  to  1925  ; — 


1921  1922  1923  1924  1925 

Privies  fixed  to  movable  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  —  —  1  —  1 

„  with  fixed  receptacles  to  Fresh  Water  Closets  —  6  2  1  — 

„  with  fixed  receptacles  to  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  —  —  —  — •  — 

,,  movable  receptacles  to  Fresh  Water  Closets  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

,,  movable  receptacles  to  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

Sedhergli  Scavtnging, — The  Sedbergh  Scavenging  was  re-let  in  June  to  Mr.  T.  E. 
Nelson,  for  the  sum  of  £120  per  annum,  for  one  year  only,  and  the  work  has  been  done  in 
a  very  satisfactory  manner.  A  weekly  list  is  supplied  to  the  Contractor  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  a  return  made  by  the  Contractor.  During  the  past  year  913  loads  of  refuse 
were  removed  at  an  average  cost  of  2/8  per  load. 

At  Dent  the  condition  is  still  the  same  as  reported  in  1915.  The  scavenging  of 
Dent  village  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Council.  The  conversion  of  privies  into  w.c.’s 
here  still  involves  the  employment  of  rainwater  cisterns.  At  present  there  are  16  w.c.’s 
flushed  in  this  manner,  and  4  under  pressure  from  pjrivate  sources.  The  provision  of  a 
proper  water  supply  for  Dent  village  would  permit  of  the  conversion  of  many  old  privies 
which  are  at  present  a  nuisance.  Some  owners  have  made  preparations  for  the  laying  on 
of  water  when  the  scheme  is  carried  out. 

Public  Conveniences. — The  Council  had  under  consideration  the  provision  of  public 
lavatory  accommodation  at  Sedbergh  on  a  site  at  the  bottom  of  Joss  Lane,  where  a 
delapidated  building  was  acquired.  The  requisite  powers  were  obtained  from  the  Ministry, 
and  a  scheme  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £400  was  prepared,  but  at  the  request  of  the  County 
Highwixy  Committee  the  erection  was  postponed  in  view  of  a  possible  widening  of  the  Main 
Street. 
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Ixspectdr’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  <ic.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 
December  Slst,  1925  : — 


Townships. 
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No.  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year 

10 

3 

0 

13 

New  Houses  built  during  the  year  ...  (by  private  entereise) 

9 

— 

— 

9 

Plans  of  New  Buildings  approved  (6  Council  Houses,  1924  Act) 

11 

— 

— 

11 

No.  of  Houses,  Premises,  &;c.,  inspected  ... 

362 

9S 

45 

505 

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  (fee. 

20 

2 

— 

22 

Sink  Waste  Trapped 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Dampness  remedied 

8 

2 

— 

10 

Privies  and  Water  Closets  repaired,  cleansed,  (fee. 

3 

4 

1 

8 

Water  Closets  provided 

10 

— 

3 

13 

Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

— 

— 

9 

Water  Closets  provided 

10 

— 

— 

10 

New  Privies  provided 

— 

— 

— 

— 

New  Pail  Closets  ... 

1 

— 

1 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied 

6 

7 

2 

15 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  Animal  and  i 
other  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  f 

4 

3 

— 

7 

Overcrowding 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

7 

— 

— 

t 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected 

6 

4 

1 

11 

Bakehouses  Inspected 

6 

1 

— 

7 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected  ... 

13 

0 

1 

16 

Premises  examined  under  “  Factory  and  Workshops  Act” 

53 

16 

2 

71 

Statutory  Notices  issued  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Informal  Notices  given 

44 

16 

7 

67 

WILLAN  BATTY,  Cert.  R.  San.  I., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


The  2  cases  of  overcrowding  consisted  of  two  big  families  at  Millthorp,  which  could 
not  be  abated  for  want  of  other  accommodation. 

There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  District,  and  the  Slaughter  Houses  (11 
in  number)  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  notice  of  slaughter  has  been  received  by  the 
Inspector,  under  the  Meat  Regulations.  Steps  have  also  been  taken  to  protect  meat  in  the 
shops  and  in  the  hawkers’  carts.  4  Slaughter  Houses  in  use  are  registered  under  the 
Bye-laws,  and  7  licensed,  and  have  complied  with  notices  for  structural  improvements. 


8 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

In  1920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  1925. 


Registered  .  6  6  4 

Licensed  .  —  5  7 

Total  .  6  11  11 


There  are  now  16  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  entered  on  the  register,  and  these  have 
been  inspected  at  least  twice  and  regularly  whitewashed.  The  general  standard  of  Cow¬ 
sheds  in  the  district  is  gradually  improving,  but  some  of  the  older  places  leave  much  to  be 
done.  These  have  been  re-inspected  for  re-registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Amendment)  Act,  1922.”  No  Unsound  Meat  to  my  knowledge  has  been  exposed  for 
sale.  Milk  samples  have  been  taken  by  the  County  Inspector,  Thei’e  are  no  Noxious  Trades 
in  the  district.  No  Legal  Proceedings  were  necessary. 

Report  tinder  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901, /or  the  year  1925. 

Fifty-three  Workshops  and  18  Factories  have  been  examined. 

A  Register,  a  Record  Book,  and  a  Fire  Escape  Book  are  kept,  in  which  details  are 
entered  up  as  to  sanitation,  air-space,  ventilation,  drainage  of  floors,  cleanliness,  etc. 

The  “Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1890,”  is  in  force  in  this  District. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  kind  of  work  followed  on  the  premises  examined 
in  each  Township  : — 


The  following  Table  shows  the  kind  of  work  followed  on  the  premises  examined 
in  each  Township:  — 


Factoeies. 

Occupation. 

Sedbergh 

Dent 

Garsdale 

Total 

Cabinet  Maker  and  Joiner . 

2 

2 

Joiner  and  Wheelwright  . 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Retail  Baker  . 

p; 

XJ 

1 

j. 

6 

Rakemaker . 

1 

1 

Shoemaker  . 

6 

3 

9 

Saddler . 

2 

2 

Painter  and  Plumber . 

2 

2 

Tailor  . 

3 

2 

5 

Dressmaker  and  Milliner  . 

6 

1 

n 

i 

Cycle  Maker  . 

2 

1 

3 

Blacksmith . 

4 

1 

i 

6 

Marble  Mason . . 

1 

1 

Watchmaker  . 

1 

1 

Barber . 

1 

1 

Machine  Knitting . 

1 

1 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops . 

2 

2 

Total  . 

39 

12 

2 

53 
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Factories 

Occupation. 

Sedbergh 

Dent 

Garsdale 

Total 

Corn  Mill . 

1 

1 

Shoemaker  . 

i 

1 

Joiner  and  Cabinet  Maker . 

3 

3 

Bobbin  Turner . 

1 

1 

Saw  Mills . 

2 

2 

Rakemaker . 

1 

1 

Woollen  Mills . 

3 

3 

Butcher  (machinery  used) . 

1 

1 

Printer . 

1 

1 

Electrical  Station  . 

3 

3 

Motor  Garage . . 

1 

1 

Ground  Limestone  Works . 

.  . 

.  . 

Total  . 

14 

4 

0 

18 

Lime-washing  has  been  done  when  necessary.  One  workshop  was  found  in  a  dirty 
condition,  and  was  lime- washed  on  order.  In  the  Workshops  no  insanitary  conditions 
were  found.  There  was  no  Overcrowding  found.  There  are  no  Outworkers  in  the 
district. 

Bge-laws  and  Urban  Powers. — This  Authority  possesses  Bye-laws  with  respect  to 
“  Common  Lodging  Houses,’’  and  these  were  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
1886,  and  it  has  adopted  the  Model  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  a  “  Cemetery  ”  for  the 
contributory  place  of  Sedbergh.  These  last  were  allowed  on  May  9th,  1890.  The  Council 
has  adopted  the  Model  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Slaughter-houses,”  and  these  were 
allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on  November  12th,  1902.  The  Council  in  1902 
adopted  the  Model  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  “New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  as  applicable  to  Rural  Districts.  These  ware  adopted  on  August 
6th,  1902,  and  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on  August  19th,  1903.  The 
Regulations  under  the  “Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1886,”  were  printed 
and  distributed.  Revision  of  the  Building  Bye-laws  is  under  consideration.  Urban 
Powers  under  Sec.  39  P.H.A.  jib  for  the  erection  of  Public  Conveniences  were  applied  for 
for  Sedbergh  Parish,  and  allowed  by  the  Ministi’y  in  1924. 

Urban  Powers  under  Sec.  160  (Sub-Section  1),  P.H.A.  jib  should  be  applied  for 
for  Sedbergh  and  Dent. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. — The  West  Riding  County  Council  in 
September,  1908,  appointed  ten  whole-time  officers  to  undertake  this  work  throughout  the 
Administrative  County.  Dr.  S.  Lindsay  has  charge  of  all  the  schools  in  this 
district. 

For  Influenza : — I  had  to  advise  the  closing  of  the  Sedbergh  C.  E.  School,  the 
Garsdale  C.  E.  School  and  the  Cautley-cum-Dowbiggin  School  in  January,  and  the  Dent 
National  School  in  February.  For  Whooping  Cough  : — Both  of  the  Sedbergh  Schools  in 
August,  and  the  Sedbergh  Council  (Infant  Section)  in  October. 
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At  the  Sedbergh  Church  School  there  are  cistern  w.c.’s  provided,  and  at  Sedbergh 
Council  School  automatic  trough  closets,  and  both  have  the  public  water  supply.  At  Dent 
School  3  pail  closets  for  boys,  and  3  pail  closets  for  girls,  scavenged  weekly.  Water  laid 
on  to  lavatories  from  Fountain  supply,  and  a  stand  pipe  provided  in  the  yard.  At  Cowgill 
School,  2  privies  for  boys  and  3  for  girls  discharging  in  covered  midden.  Water  laid  on  to 
lavatories,  but  not  constant  in  dry  weather.  At  Garsdale  School,  2  block  privies  for  girls, 
and  1  for  boys.  Water  laid  on  to  lavatories.  At  Cautley,  1  block  privy  for  boys,  and  1  for 
girls.  No  water.  At  Howgill,  1  pail  closet  for  boys,  and  1  for  girls,  scavenged  weekly, 
and  kept  very  clean.  No  water. 

Repairs  were  carried  out  at  the  Dent  School  conveniences  last  year,  but  in  view  of 
the  imminence  of  a  public  water  supply,  a  thorough  overhauling  was  postponed. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. — Samples  of  milk  and  other  foods,  &c.,  are  taken 
by  the  County  Inspector,  who  resides  at  Skipton. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  66  in  number.  This  total  66  (28  males 
and  38  females)  is  a  decrease  of  8  from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a  birth  rate  of  16’3 
per  1,000  as  compared  with  18-3  last  year,  16‘5  in  1923,  17T  in  1922,  21.0  in  1921,  17T 
in  1920,  16-3,  in  1919,  15-0  in  1918,  13-3  in  1917,  12-1  in  1916,  15-0  in  1915,  15-4  in  1914, 

17-3  in  1913  17-1  in  1912,  19-5  in  1911,  16-2  in  1910,  14-9  in  1909,  and  16-7  in  1918. 

The  natural  increase  to  the  population  is  29.  There  were  four  illegitimate  births  (3  males 
and  one  female). 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  registered  iu  the  district  were  31  in  number,  to  which 
are  added  7  deaths  belonging  thereto,  transferred  from  other  districts,  and  1  deducted  not 
belonging  to  the  district,  which  gives  a  corrected  total  of  37  (17  males  and  20  females). 
This  is  a  decrease  of  20  from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  only  9T  per 
1000  living,  as  compared  with  14T  last  year,  14-2  in  1923,  11‘2  in  1922,  12’5  in  1921, 
15-0  in  1920,  13-2  in  1919,  14-9  in  1918,  13-9  in  1917,  15-0  in  1916,  15-2  in  1915,  13-3 

in  1914,  14T  in  1913,  9-6  in  1912,  12-3  in  1911,  9-4  in  1910,  and  13-4  in  1909. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Sedbergh 
Rural  District,  1925. 


All  causes.  Civilians  only 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 


28. 

29. 

30. 


32. 


Enteric  Fever . 

Smallpox  . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  .  .  .  . 

Influenza  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .  . 
Meningococcal  Meningitis.. 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

system  . 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 

Rheumatic  Fever . 

Diabetes  . 

Cerebral  Haemorihage,  &c. 

Heart  Disease  . 

Arterio-sclerosis  . 

Bronchitis . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms).  .  .  . 
Other  Respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Duodenum  . 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 


vears 


Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 

Acute  and  Chronic  | 

Nephritis  . ) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 


Other  Accidents  and  ) 
Diseases  of  Pregnancy  ) 

and  Parturition .  i 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. .  . 

Suicide  . 

Other  Deaths  from 

Violence  . j 

Other  Defined  Diseases  .  . 
Causes  ill-defined 
unknown  . 


or 


Special  Causes  (included  above) 


Poliomyelitis  .  .  . 
Polioencephalitis 


05 


17 


3 

1 


5 

0 


tn 

QD 

a 

(U 


20 


1 

6 


2 

3  I 
1  ! 


The  age-periods  of  the  deaths  are  omitted. 

In  the  following  Table  II.  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  birth-rate  is  lower  than  it  has  been 
since  1919,  but  is  above  the  mean  for  the 
decade  1910-19. 

The  general  death-rate  is  only  9T  per 
1,000  living,  and  is  the  lowest  upon  record. 
It  is  also  satisfactory  to  note  that  of  the  total 
deaths  56-7  per  cent,  were  those  of  persons 
over  65  years  of  age. 

There  was  only  1  Infant  death  during  the 
year,  giving  the  Infant  Mortality  of  only  15T 
per  1,000  births,  as  compai'ed  with  8L0  last 
year. 

Theie  were  no  other  deaths  under  5  years, 
equal  to  a  percentage  to  total  deaths  of  only 

2-7. 

There  were  no  Uncertified  Deaths,  and  no 
Diquesis  belonging  to  the  district. 

The  deaths  occurred  during  each  Quarter 
as  follows : — 


Ist 


2nd 


3rd 


4th 


Quarter.  Quarter.  Quarter.  Quarter. 


9. 


5. 


9. 


8. 
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TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rates,  rates  of  mortality,  death  rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  past  sixteen  years  1910-1925  inclusive,  and 
the  mean  for  the  decades  1880-89,  1890-1899,  1900-1909,  and  1910-1919. 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1000 
of  the 
Popul»tion. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1000 
living. 

! 

Deaths  of  j 
Children  un-  | 
der  1  year  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un¬ 
der  1  year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un¬ 
der  5  years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total 
number  of 
deaths  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions. 

Mean 

for  Decade 

25-6 

16-0 

15-0 

96 

21-2 

2-9 

1880-89 

Mean 

for  decade 

22-0 

15'4 

12-4 

8-7 

17-6 

3-1 

1890-§9 

Mean 

for  Decade 

17-8 

13-6 

10-7 

7-9 

13-4 

2-7 

1900-09 

1910 

16-2 

9-4 

13-1 

7-6 

18-4 

— 

1911 

19-5 

12-3 

15-2 

9*5 

21-7 

— 

1912 

17-1 

9-6 

8-3 

4-6 

11-1 

1 

1914 

17-3 

14-1 

5-6 

4-6 

94 

4 

1913 

15-4 

13-3 

8-0 

6-8 

12-0 

2 

1915 

15-0 

15-2 

14-5 

14-8 

18-1 

3 

1916 

12-1 

15-0 

9-8 

IM 

11-5 

6 

1917 

13.3 

13.9 

9-0 

8-5 

11-3 

2 

1918 

15-0 

14-9 

2-1 

1-8 

6-3 

2 

1919 

16*3 

13-2 

8-1 

6-3 

10-2 

1 

Mean 

for  Decade 

15-7 

13-0 

9-3 

7-5 

13-0 

2-1 

1910-19 

1920 

17-1 

15-8 

4-9 

4-5 

8-1 

3 

1921 

21-0 

12-5 

6-1 

3-6 

12-2 

— 

1922 

17-1 

11-2 

6-8 

4-4 

9-0 

4 

1923 

16-5 

14-2 

5-3 

4-6 

5-3 

3 

1924 

18-3 

14  T 

10-5 

8-1 

17-5 

6 

1925 

i  16*3 

91 

2-7 

1-5 

2-7 

7 
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TABLE  IV. 

Table  showing  the  Mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1,000  deaths,  in  the  year  1925. 


Deaths  per 

Proportion  of 

'I’otal  Deaths. 

1000  of 

Deaths  to 

Population. 

1000  Deaths. 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  ) 

2 

0-4 

54-0 

Phthisis) .  ( 

1 

0-2 

27-0 

3.  Tiiberciilons  Diseases . 

1 

0-2 

27  0 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants  . 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  ... 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

There  was  no  death  from  Zymotic  Disease  this  year. 

33  Certificates  under  the  “  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  1889  ”  were 
received,  of  which  29  were  of  Scarlet-Fever.  25  of  these  w'ere  either  pupils  or  on  the  staff 
of  the  Sedbergh  Grammar  School.  22  of  these  were  isolated  in  the  School  Sanatorium,  and 
3  removed  to  our  own  Hospital.  Of  the  remaining  4 — one  was  removed  along  with  a 
contact  to  the  Settle  Isolation  Hospital,  1  was  taken  by  private  arrangement  to  Kendal 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  2  to  our  own  Hospital. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

These  are  given  in  tabular  form  as  suggested. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

1  *  Cases 

admitted  to 

1  Hospital. 

1 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

29 

29 

— 

Enteric  Fever  . 

— 

■ — • 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

— 

1 

/ 

1  Krysip. 

Other  Diseases  generally  notifiable  | 

1  yvfute 
Polio- 

— 

— 

1 

iiiyelili.s. 

Other  Diseases  locally  notifiable.  .  .  . 

— 

— 
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AGE  PERIOD  OF  CASES. 


Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65  &  over 

Total. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Snarl pt  Fever 

1 

10 

14 

2 

2 

29 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Ervsipelas . . 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

— 

1 

1 

*  Sedbergh  School  Sanatorium,  and  Settle  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
Sedbergh  Isolation  Hospital. 


Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Reg^dations,  1912. — This  Order  came  into  operation 
February  1st,  1913.  During  the  past  year  only  1  case  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
was  notified  (F.  lOj,  removed  to  Eldwick  Sanatorium  in  July,  from  Dent.  1  death  was 
returned  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (F.  25)  in  Sedbergh  in  November,  not  notified. 

National  Insurance  Act:  Provision  of  Sa?iatoria,  — The  West  Riding  County 
Council  under  their  Scheme  provided  Dispensaries  at  Settle,  Skipton,  and  Keighley,  and 
Dr.  E.  Allan  Wilson,  of  Keighley,  is  in  charge.  Suitable  cases  are  sent  through  the  West 
Riding  Insurance  Committee  to  existing  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals  in  various  parts  of  the 
Riding,  as  well  as  to  their  own  Sanatorium  at  Middleton,  near  Ilkley.  Cases  able  to 
attend  at  the  Dispensaries  have  the  travelling  expenses  paid,  and  those  unable  to  attend 
are  visited  at  their  own  homes. 

“  Infant  Mortality  and  Notif  cation  of  Births  Act,  1907.” — The  County  Council 
adopted  the  Act  for  their  West  Riding  area,  and  organised  a  combined  Nursing  Scheme 
for  the  Riding  to  embrace  Birth  Notification,  School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors,  in  con¬ 
junction  where  possible  with  existing  District  Nursing  Associations.  A  Nurse  was 
appointed  for  this  District,  but  she  left  towards  the  end  of  1924,  and  a  fresh  appointment 
was  not  made.  This  has  not  been  followed  up  by  the  establishment  of  Maternity  and 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  here.  Towards  the  end  of  1925,  proposals  were  made  for  the 
formation  of  a  District  Nursing  Association  for  Sedbergh,  and  seems  likely  to  develope 
successfully,  in  combination  with  the  County  Council’s  school  and  maternity  work. 

Midioives’’  Act. — The  administration  of  the  Midwives’  Act  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Council,  which  is  the  Local  Supervising  Authority. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  erection  of  a  small  Hospital  for  four  beds  was  completed 
in  1911,  and  a  caretaker  and  his  wife  Avere  appointed,  who  live  on  the  premises  at  Frost- 
row.  The  Hospital  was  opened  in  September,  1912.  It  was  used  this  year  for  the  isolation 
of  5  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  During  the  year  a  small  Open  Verandah  was  added  to  the 
front  of  the  building,  and  a  lavatory  was  enlarged  to  allow  the  installation  of  a  fixed  bath. 


•  HOUSING. 

General  Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  hoiises,  which  are  stone-built,  are  many  of  them  old  in  type  and  congested  on  site, 
making  it  impossible  to  carry  out  adequate  improvements.  In  Sedbergh  town 
there  are  many  yards  branching  off  the  narrow  main  street,  in  which  the  houses 
are  small  and  congested,  and  deficient  in  ventilation  and  sunlight.  These  can¬ 
not  be  emptied  until  the  new  houses  proposed  to  be  erected  are  built,  and  there 
is  a  general  move  up  from  the  lower  class  of  house  to  superior  dwellings,  when 
gradually  the  lowest  class  can  be  demolished. 

There  are,  to  my  knowledge,  no  sleeping  rooms  under  Sub-Section  7  of  Section  17  in 
the  district.  There  are  a  few  back-to-back  houses  (6).  There  are  no  cellar 
dwellings.  There  are  no  empty  houses  fit  for  habitation. 

Of  the  17  houses  originally  represented  as  unfit,  3  have  been  made  fit,  3  have  been 
partially  repaired,  4  are  not  now  used  as  separate  dwellings,  1  has  been  partially 
demolished,  and  6  are  still  occupied  in  their  original  condition,  two  of  the 
tenants  being  aged. 

In  Dent  Dale  the  housing  accommodation  is  affected  by  the  fact  that  certain  houses  are 
let  to  visitors  as  summer  residences  only,  and  the  permanent  residents  are  thus 
deprived  of  better  accommodation,  but  some  of  these  are  poor  in  type  as 
permanent  dwellings. 

There  are  no  Unhealthy  Areas. 


HOUSE  EEPAIRS. 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  this  year  (1925); — 

Main  Street,  Sedbergh.  —Dampness  from  defective  eaves  troughs  remedied  in 
two  houses  and  ventilation  improved.  New  eaves  troughs  provided. 

Mount  Pleasant,  Sedbergh. — New  scullery  provided  with  water  laid  over 
slopstone. 

King’s  Arms  Yard,  Sedbergh. — Old  cottage  provided  with  new  roof  and 
windows,  damp  remedied  and  ventilation  improved ;  new  floor  laid 
down,  and  gable  partly  re-built. 

Birdnest,  Sedbergh. — House  overhauled  and  three  new  rooms  added,  with  new 
drains  and  bathroom.  Old  privy  demolished  and  new  pail  closet  pro¬ 
vided.  Water  supply  provided  from  mountain  stream. 

Birks,  Sedbergh. — Area  cut  round  back  and  end  of  cottage  to  prevent  damp¬ 
ness.  New  windows  provided,  and  walls  cemented.  Eoof  repaired. 
New  eaves  troughs  provided. 

Birks,  Sedbergh. — Roof  repaired  and  chimney  stack  pointed ;  new  window  sill 
put  in.  Flooding  of  privy  midden  remedied.  New  eaves  troughs 
provided. 
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Leagate,  Dent. — Flooding  of  house  abated  by  installation  of^drain  and  provision 
of  eaves  troughs.  Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  by  new  windows. 

Gawthrop,  Dent. — Old  stone  drain  replaced  by  new  stoneware  drain  on  to 
land.  Ceilings  plastered,  floors  repaired ;  eaves  troughs  repaired  ;  and 
lighting  and  ventilation  improved. 

Mudbecks,  Garsdale.— Farm  house  thoroughly  overhauled  and  enlarged.  Water 
supply  laid  on  from  mountain  spring. 

HOUSING,  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  :  — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  (private  enterprise)  9 

(b)  As  part  of  a  municipol  housing  scheme  ...  ...  ...  — 

(I.)  Unfit  Divelling-houses. 

Inspection.  1925 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  20 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(II.)  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers...  ...  13 

(III.  Action  under  Statutory  Rowers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

[b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(а)  by  pwners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(б)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  \i,  and  15  of  the  Housinq  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  iu  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  iu  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  delermined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rend¬ 
ered  fit.  . . .  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  iu  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Staff  engaged  on  Housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties  ot  each  officer  ..  1 

WILLAN  BATTY, 

Couxciu  Offices,  Sedbergh, 
Building  Surveyor,  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector. 

NEW  HOUSING  SCHEME. 

The  previous  history  of  this  is  given  iu  last  year’s  report. 

In  the  Autumn  1923,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  Housing  Act,  1923, 
and  to  report  on  the  steps  necessary  for  application  for  the  subsidy.  With  a  view  to 
formulating  a  scheme  the  district  was  circularised,  and  those  requiring  houses  were  invited 
to  apply.  As  a  result,  only  5  applications  were  received  from  persons  desiring  to  build 
houses  for  themselves.  Four  applications  were  received  from  persons  desirous  of  renting 
houses.  It  was  found  that  others  who  require  houses  as  tenants  had  misunderstood  the 
intention  of  the  circular.  The  committee  also  took  into  consideration  the  number  of  houses 
which  might  be  designated  unfit,  and  decided  that  the  subsidy  might  be  required  for  30 
houses.  They  were  of  opinion  that  the  demand  for  owner’s  houses  was  very  limited,  but 
that  several  inhabitants  were  desirous  of  renting  houses  if  such  could  be  provided  at  a 
reasonable  rent.  In  view  of  the  imminence  of  a  further  Housing  Act  in  1924,  however,  no 
scheme  for  the  subsidy  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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House-building  was  more  active,  however,  during  the  year  1923  in  Sedbergh  than 
for  many  years,  14  houses  being  erected,  and  this  feature  continued  through  1924,  when 
nineteen  houses  were  completed.  In  1925,  9  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 
Two  cottages  were  also  completed  in  Dent  in  1924.  Before  the  unsatisfactory  housing 
condition  in  Sedbergh  and  Dent  can  be  adequately  dealt  with,  it  is  essential  that  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  houses  should  be  erected  for  the  working  classes  to  let  at  rents  within 
the  means  of  the  people.  As  private  enterprise  is  only  catering  for  those  who  can  afford 
to  own  their  houses,  the  Council  in  November  considered  the  formulation  of  a  scheme  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  are  inadequately  housed,  and  can  only  afford  to  pay  a  moderate 
rent.  ,This  has  since  been  effected,  the  proposal  being  to  build  24  houses  within  two  years, 
and  in  1925  about  5  acres  of  land  were  acquired  to  the  North  of  Bainbridge  Road,  Sedbergh, 
for  £700.  Mr.  A.  Knewstubb,  P. A.S. I.,  of  Penrith,  was  engaged  as  Architect,  and 
prepared  a  lay  out,  and  plans  for  six  houses  of  Non-Parlour  type,  and  these  were  nearing 
completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  is  hoped  to  let  these  at  a  weekly  rental  of  8/6  per  week  including  rates.  During 
1926,  it  is  hoped  to  build  a  further  18  houses. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  To  carry  out  the  proposed  Water  Supply  for  Dent,  the  improvement  of  the 

supply  at  Hawes  Junction,  and  to  provide  a  better  Water  Supply  for 
the  Hamlet  of  Gawthrop. 

2.  Provision  of  proper  Sewerage  for  the  Hamlet  of  Millthrop. 

3.  To  further  improve  the  Closet  and  Ashpit  accommodation  at  Dent,  and  to 

undertake  the  Public  Scavenging  by  Contract. 

4.  To  apply  for  Urban  Powers  under  Section  160  (Sub-section  1),  P.H.A./75, 

to  enable  the  Authority  to  name  the  Streets  and  number  the  Houses  in 
Sedbergh  and  Dent. 

5.  To  push  forward  the  Housing  Schemes  on  improved  lines. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Sedbergh  Rural  District  Council, 
April,  1926. 


